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At about 3 a.m. on the morning of Jan. 23, a group of armed attackers in civilian dress seized the
3rd Infantry Mechanized Regiment in Tablada, 25 km. southwest of Buenos Aires. Later in the
day, soldiers with the assistance of Buenos Aires provincial police regained control of the facility.
Contradicatory accounts of the number and identity of the attackers, and the number of persons
killed and wounded in the fighting were issued at different hours of the day by diverse sources.
A report by AP stated that at least six people were killed before soldiers and police supported by
tanks regained control of the barracks. Citing Telam, the state news agency, AP reported that at
noon, two small tanks fired on the officers' club in which the civilians were thought to be isolated.
Provincial police surrounded the barracks, evacuated nearby residents, and took up firing positions
in private homes. Sporadic shooting continued throughout the day. According to private news
agency, Diarios y Noticias (DyN), the attack began when civilians threw several small explosive
devices onto the base compound. DyN reported that employees at a nearby gas station said that at
about 6:15 a.m., civilians in a truck crashed through the regiment's main gate, and six cars followed.
DyN and other news agencies reported that a total of 40 to 50 men and women were in the truck
and cars. Police put the number at about 30. Police sources cited by DyN, and according to a report
by the New York Times, as they entered the base, the civilians threw pamphlets supporting what is
known as the "New Argentine Army" of Lt. Col. Aldo Rico, who led short-lived army uprisings in
April 1987 and January 1988. The base was almost empty at the time of the attack, Argentine news
agencies reported. They said most officers and non-commissioned troops had left for the weekend
and had not returned. Telam reported that the Defense Ministry, anticipating a possible fourth
insurrection against the government in the past 21 months, reinforced defenses at Government
House and President Raul Alfonsin's official residence. AP cited provincial government and police
sources who said four soldiers were killed and eight soldiers or police wounded. According to DyN,
at least two civilian fighters were killed. Earlier news reports, said AP, stated that three civilians
and two police were killed. It was not clear if the later reports included these casualties. Defense
Ministry officials made no comment and the precise number of civilians involved or soldiers at the
base was not known. In a later report filed by the AFP, the number of attackers was put at about 50.
A military official requesting anonymity told AFP that at least 20 to 30 of the attackers were killed
in the ensuing battle. The official described the attackers as leftists between 30 and 40 years of age.
Just before noon, said AFP, a group of unarmed soldiers left the base, describing the attackers as
leftists. The number of attackers cited by the Times was "about 59." By early afternoon, military
sources cited by AFP said the troops had virtually razed with cannon fire one building where
the civilian attackers were holed up and had cornered most of the others inside the base chapel.
Witnesses reported some fighting in the surrounding residential neighborhood as attackers fled
through windows from the base. The tank cannon and mortar rounds apparently touched off a large
fire inside the base, as paratroopers stormed the barracks. Security forces sealed off the military
facility and sent five helicopter gunships, two busloads of soldiers and small tanks to the barracks,
said the AFP. According to AFP, at least one of the attackers captured by police was grabbed and
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severely beaten by an angry mob of area residents before soldiers were able to save him. The
seizure of the barracks came four days after Alfonsin told a news conference that new turmoil was
possible within the armed forces. Three rebellions since 1987 have occurred over the prosecution
of officers for human rights abuses during Argentina's 1976-1985 dirty war. According to AFP, the
pamphlets handed out by the attackers in the incident read "Long live Seineldin and Long Live
Rico" and warned that the new army was "fighting the marxist subversion in power" and against
"the government's campaign to destroy the army." Army Col. Mohamed Ali Seineldin led a four-
day military revolt in December 1988. Both Seineldin and Rico were arrested after the rebellions.
Army intelligence sources told DyN the attackers were believed to be members of the leftist People's
Revolutionary Army (thought to have been destroyed in the 1970s) and the Montoneros rebel
movement. An unnamed spokesperson for Alfonsin cited by AFP called the attackers "delinquents"
who demonstrated they had received "a high degree of instruction for operations of this type." His
comments were understood as references to leftists. Cesar Jaroslavsky, leader of the ruling Radical
Civic Union in the Chamber of Deputies, was cited by the Times as saying that identifications of the
dead among the attacking force had led the government to conclude that the group was linked to
the People's Revolutionary Army. Before Jaroslavsky's comments, another member of the Radical
Civic Union, Sen. Adolfo Gass, dismissed the possibility of leftist guerrillas' involvement. He said
the guerrilla groups were largely wiped out by the military, and would have unable to acquire the
weaponry used in the assault on La Tablada. The Xinhua news agency reported that a communique
by the Ministry of Health for Buenos Aires province said four soldiers were killed, and 27 persons
wounded, including civilians, soldiers and police. The ministry added that the number of wounded
was likely greater since injured persons were taken to several hospitals in the area. On Monday
night, military authorities in Buenos Aires cited by the Times said that at least six people, including
four soldiers and two of the attackers, had been killed and at least 28 wounded at the base. Officials
said that the situation had been brought under control, but gunfire could still be heard on radio
reports from the scene. (Basic data from AP, AFP, Xinhua, 01/23/89; New York Times, 01/24/89)
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